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Judaism, Christianity, Islam

This is a simple worksheet to you become more familiar with the world’s three major monotheistic religions.  (monotheistic – believing in one God).  Of the three religions, Judaism is the oldest, Christianity comes in the middle, and Islam is the youngest.  Christianity has the most followers, then Islam, then, Judaism.  

Islam

This section provides "just the facts" on Islam in a quick, at-a-glance format. 

Important note: Muslim beliefs differ between sects and individual believers. Those listed below are believed by the majority of Muslims, but not all. 
Date founded


622 CE

Place founded

Mecca, Saudi Arabia 

Founder 


Muhammad (born c.570), a trade merchant from Arabia

Adherents 


1.5 billion 

Rank 
 


second largest in the world 

Main location 

Middle East and North Africa
Important cities 

Mecca, Medina
Major sects and denominations 
Sunni and Shiite
Twelvers - Majority Shi'ite denomination that reveres the Twelve Imams
Seveners - Shi'ite denomination holding that the legitimate line of imams ended with the seventh
Sufi is a mystical branch 

Sacred text


Qur'an (Koran)
Original language

Arabic

Religious professionals
sheikh; imam (Shi'ite)

House of worship

mosque

Ultimate reality
God (Allah in Arabic); the same God revealed (imperfectly) in the Jewish and Christian Bibles 

Type of theism

strict monotheism 

Human nature
Born in state of purity, imperfect yet capable of seeking God & doing good 
Purpose of life

Submit to the will of Allah and attain paradise after death 
How to live


Follow the Qur'an, Hadith and Five Pillars of Islam
Afterlife


Resurrection of body and soul followed by eternal paradise or hell

Symbol


crescent moon and star

Major holidays
Ramadan - month long, begins Oct. 16, 2004
Eid al-Fitr - Festival of Breaking the Fast 
Hijra - week long; begins 1 Muharram 
Eid al-Adha - Festival of Sacrifice 

Five Pillars 

1. Confession of faith (shahada)
2. Daily prayer (salat)
3. Alms tax (zakat)
4. Pilgrimage to Mecca (hajj)
5. Fasting during Ramadan (sawm) 

Christianity

This section provides basic facts on Christianity in a quick, at-a-glance format. 
Date founded:


c. 33 AD

Place founded:


Palestine

Founder:



Jesus of Nazareth, a Jewish carpenter

Adherents:



2 billion {1} See Religion Statistics
Size rank:



largest world religion; See Religion Statistics
Main location:


Europe, North America, South America
Important cities


Jerusalem, Rome
Major sects (denominations):
Roman Catholic, Eastern Orthodox, Protestant
Sacred texts: 



The Bible, with the Old Testament and New Testament
Original languages:


Aramaic, Greek, Latin

Other beliefs:



Angels, Devils & Demons, Holy Spirit, Mary, Purgatory, Salvation, Stigmata
Religious professionals:

Priest; bishop; archbishop; patriarch; pope; pastor; minister; preacher; deacon

House of worship: 


Church, chapel, cathedral, basilica, meeting hall

Type of theism:


Trinitarian Monotheism 
Ultimate reality:


One God (a Trinity of Father, Son and Holy Spirit)

Human nature:


Created good but now born sinful

Purpose of life:


Know, love and serve God

How to live: 
Have faith in the true God and Christ's resurrection, do good works, participate in sacraments 

Afterlife:
Resurrection of body and soul, purgatory (Catholic and Orthodox), and eternal heaven or hell 

Symbols:



Cross, dove, anchor, fish, alpha and omega, chi rho

Major holidays:
Advent (Nov. 30 - Dec. 24)
Christmas (Dec. 25)
Epiphany (Jan. 6)
Lent (40-day period prior to Easter)
Good Friday (last Friday before Easter)
Easter (date varies)
All Saint's Day (Nov. 1)

Judaism
This section provides basic facts and statistics on Judaism in an at-a-glance format.

Date founded 




c. 1300 BC 

Place founded 




Mesopotamia 

Founder 





Abraham 

Adherents 





14 million 

Main location 




Israel, Europe, and USA 
Important cities




Jerusalem, Hebron
Major sects 





Reform, Conservative, and Orthodox
Sacred text 





Tanakh with the Talmud
Original language 




Hebrew 

Spiritual leader 




rabbi (rebbe in Hasidism) 

Place of worship 




synagogue ("temple" in Reform Judaism) 

Day of worship




Saturday (Shabbat/Sabbath) 

Theism 





monotheism 

Ultimate reality 




One God (YHWH) 

Human nature 




created good 

Purpose of life 




obedience to God 

How to live 





obey the law and atone for sin 

Afterlife 


views vary: Gan Eden, Gehinnom, nonexistence, or reincarnation 

Major holidays
Rosh Hashanah: Jewish New Year (1 Tishri) 
Yom Kippur: Day of Atonement (10 Tishri) 
Sukkot: Festival of Booths (15 Tishri) 
Hanukkah (25 Kislev) 
Tu B'Shevat: New Year for Trees (15 Shevat) 
Purim (15 Adar) 
Pesach: Passover (15 Nisan) 
Shavuot: Pentecost (6 Sivan) 

13 Articles of Faith

God exists
God is one and unique
God is incorporeal
God is eternal
Prayer is to God only.
The prophets spoke truth.
Moses was the greatest of the prophets.
The Written and Oral Torah were given to Moses.
There will be no other Torah.
God knows the thoughts and deeds of men.
God will reward the good and punish the wicked.
The Messiah will come.
The dead will be resurrected.
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